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Introduction

Overview

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to support the application

(“The Application”) for the Sea Link Project (“Proposed Project”’) made by National Grid
Electricity Transmission Ltd (“the Applicant”’). The Application was submitted to the
Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and accepted for
examination on the 23 April 2025.

144112 A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is an established means in the planning process

of allowing all parties to identify and focus on specific issues that may need to be
addressed during the Examination. It is prepared jointly between the applicant and
another party(s) and sets out matters of agreement between both parties, as well as

matters where there is not an aqreement B—a—wnﬁen—sta%emem—predeeed—as—part—ef—the

paﬁres—as—we”—as—ma&em—%rere—there—mret—an—agreemem— It also detalls matters that

are under discussion.

1++2——The aim of a SoCG is to help the Examining Authority manage the Examination Phase of

a DCO application. Understanding the status of the matters at hand will allow the
Examining Authority to focus their questioning and provide greater predictability for all
participants in examination. A SoCG may be submitted prior to the start of or during
Examination, and then updated as necessary or as requested during the Examination
Phase.

113

1.2

1.21

This Statement of Common Ground

This SoCG is between the Applicant and the Sizewell C Limited (“Sizewell C’'Pledgece).

It has been prepared in accordance with the guidance published by the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government (Ministry of Housing, Communities and
Local Government, 2024).

124122 This SoCG has been prepared to identify matters agreed and matters currently

outstandlng between Natlonal Grld and Slzewell C. —'Fhe—SeGG—wm—evewe—as—the—DGG
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4221.2.3

42:31.2.4

1.3

For the purpose of this SOoCG, National Grid and the Sizewell C will jointly be referred to
as the “Parties”. When referencing the Sizewell C alone, they will be referred to as “the
Consultee”.

Throughout the SoCG:

e Where a section begins ‘matters agreed’, this sets out matters that have been agreed
between the Parties and where there is no dispute.

e Where a section begins ‘matters not agreed’, this sets out matters that are not agreed
between the Parties and where a dispute remains.

e Where a section begins ‘matters outstanding, this sets out matters that are subject to
further negotiation between the Parties.

+—Section 5 sets out matters where agreement is currently outstanding between National
Grid and the SPR.

Role of Sizewell CSPR in the DCO process

1.3.1

Sizewell C is the company formed to build the new Sizewell C Nuclear Power Station.

132

Sizewell C is a 2 reactor 3.2 gigawatt nuclear power station, location adjacent to
Sizewell B on the Suffolk Coast.

Sea Link interacts with Sizewell C’s construction area as well as its traffic and off-site

mfrastructure works i in and around Suffolk Sea—l:mk—mtepaets—vwm—the—area—m-wm%

su#eunqu—Su#eH(—a#ear Therefore the consultee should prowde qwdance and
comments on the Sea Link proposal and co-own the Statement of Common Ground
between Sizewell C and National Grid.

1.3—Description of the Proposed Project

1.4

434141

43214.2

4331.4.3

The Sea Link Project (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Project’) is a proposal by
National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (hereafter referred to as National Grid) to
reinforce the transmission network in the South East and East Anglia. The Proposed
Project is required to accommodate additional power flows generated from renewable
and low carbon generation, as well as an addition to new interconnection with mainland
Europe.

National Grid owns, builds and maintains the electricity transmission network in England
and Wales. Under the Electricity Act 1989, National Grid holds a transmission licence
under which it is required to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated, and economic
electricity transmission system.

This would be achieved by reinforcing the network with a High Voltage Direct Current
(HVDC) Link between the proposed Friston substation in the Sizewell area of Suffolk and
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the existing Richborough to Canterbury 400 kV overhead line close to Richborough in
Kent.

134144 National Grid is also required, under Section 38 of the Electricity Act 1989, to comply with
the provisions of Schedule 9 of the Act. Schedule 9 requires licence holders, in the
formulation of proposals to transmit electricity, to:

135145 Schedule 9(1)(a) ‘...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of
conserving flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest and
of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological
interest;” and

136146 _Schedule 9(1)(b) ‘...do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals
would have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features,
sites, buildings or objects’.

137147 The Proposed Project would comprise the following elements:

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme

e A connection from the existing transmission network via Friston Substation, including
the substation itself. Friston Substation already has development consent as part of
other third-party projects. If Friston Substation has already been constructed under
another consent, only a connection into the substation would be constructed as part
of the Proposed Project.

e A high voltage alternating current (HVAC) underground cable of approximately 1.9
km in length between the proposed Friston Substation and a proposed converter
station (below).

e A2 GW high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station (including permanent
access from the B1121 and a new bridge over the River Fromus) up to 26 m high
plus external equipment (such as lightning protection, safety rails for maintenance
works, ventilation equipment, aerials, similar small scale operational plant, or other
roof treatment) near Saxmundham.

e A HVDC underground cable connection of approximately 10 km in length between
the proposed converter station near Saxmundham, and a transition joint bay (TJB)
approximately 900 m inshore from a landfall point (below) where the cable
transitions from onshore to offshore technology.

+—A landfall on the Suffolk coast (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness).

The Offshore Scheme:

e Approximately 122 km of subsea HVDC cable, running between the Suffolk landfall
location (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness), and the Kent landfall location at
Pegwell Bay.

The Kent Onshore Scheme:
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e A landfall point on the Kent coast at Pegwell Bay.

e A TJB approximately 800 m inshore to transition from offshore HVDC cable to
onshore HVDC cable, before continuing underground for approximately 1.7 km to a
new converter station (below).

e A2 GW HVDC converter station (including a new permanent access off the A256),
up to 28 m high plus external equipment such as lightning protection, safety rails for
maintenance works, ventilation equipment, aerials, and similar small scale
operational plant near Minster. A new substation would be located immediately
adjacent.

e Removal of approximately 2.2 km of existing HVAC overhead line, and installation of
two sections of new HVAC overhead line, together totalling approximately 3.5 km,
each connecting from the substation near Minster and the existing Richborough to
Canterbury overhead line.

1.4.8 The Proposed Project also includes modifications to sections of existing overhead lines
in Suffolk (only if Friston Substation is not built pursuant to another consent) and Kent,
diversions of third-party assets, and land drainage from the construction and operational
footprint. It also includes opportunities for environmental mitigation and compensation.
The construction phase will involve various temporary construction activities including
overhead line diversions, use of temporary towers or masts, working areas for
construction equipment and machinery, site offices, parking spaces, storage, accesses,
bellmouths, and haul roads, as well as watercourse crossings and the diversion of
public rights of way (PROWSs) and other ancillary operations.

1.41.5 Format of Document and Terminology.

1441.5.1_Section 2 of this SoCG summarises the engagement the Parties have had with regard
to the Proposed Project.

142152 Section 3 of this SoOCG summarises the issues that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’, ‘not
agreed but not material’, or are ‘under discussion’. ‘Not agreed’ indicates a final position
where the Parties have agreed to disagree, whilst ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue
has been resolved. ‘Not agreed but not material’ indicates that although the parties have
not agreed a position on an issue, both parties agree that the issue is not material to
determination of the DCO and the matter is considered closed.

143153 Abbreviations used within the SoCG are provided in Table 1.1 below.

Table 1-1 Abbreviations

Abbreviation/Term Definition

DCO Development Consent Order
Si - Si (P -
VAC High) A e
WDC High) Di .
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Sizewell C

HVAC
HVDC
PRoW

B

Sizewell C {Pledgeee) Limited

High Voltage Alternating Current

High Voltage Direct Current

Public Right of Way

Transition Joint Bay
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2. Record of Engagement

2.22.1 Summary of pre-application discussions

224211 Table 2.1 summarises the consultation and engagement that has taken place between

the Parties.

Table 2-1 Record of meetings and correspondence with Sizewell C

Date

Topic

Discussion points

Quarterly

Monthly

11/11/2024

10/09/2025

28/10/2025

Joint Update Meetings

Major Projects Coordination
Call

Coordination

Shipping and Navigation

Shipping and Navigation

Suffolk Energy Projects
Meeting — All projects
providing updates on progress
etc — Hosted by Suffolk
Council

All companies discuss
updates on there projects in
the Suffolk region — hosted by
NGET

Discussion between NGET on
Sizewell on areas of co-
ordination — such as program,
work force numbers, Park and
Ride, Accommodation use of
shared infrastructure

Post application meeting was
held on 10 September 2025 to
address RR concerns with
SZC Harbour authority also in
attendance.

Hazard workshop held to
discuss updates to NRA.

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link



30/03/2025 Repair to the Benhall Road over Discussion on the timescale and

Rail Bridge approach for the repair of the bridge
Subject to survey.

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link



3. Areas of Discussion Between the Parties

3.1 Topic1Areas of possible co-ordination

Table 3-1 Areas of possible co-ordination

Ref Relevant Summary of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Description of Matter Position Position
Document
3.1.1 N/A Use of Sizewell C — Sizewell C has 2 park and NGET-The Applicant has
Park and Ride Facility ride facilities in the area, agreed to have further
these are being constructed discussions with Sizewell-Cthe
to serve the Sizewell C Consultee over the programs

construction works. Should
there be spare capacity
available at site-, with
agreement from Sizewell C

of both proposed project to
assess whether there is any
availability to use the park and

ride facilities An appropriate

this may be used by others. agreement would be entered
Please note, this would be into subject to the use of the
subject to there being an facilities
acceptable agreement on
commercial terms between
the parties and appropriate
consent being obtained.
3.1.2 N/A Use of Sizewell C — Sizewell C has 2 NGET-The Applicant has

Accomodation accommodation centres,
one on site and one at
Lowestoft. There may be
opportunity for NGETs

contractors workers to use

agreed to discuss further with
the Consultee Sizewell-C-the
use of these facilities based on
program overlap. An
appropriate agreement would
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these facilities. Please be entered into subject to the
note, this would be subject use of the facilities

to there being an

acceptable agreement on

commercial terms between

the parties and appropriate

consent being obtained.

3.1.3 N/A Use of Sports Sizewell C is investing in The Applicant will work with the
Facilities at Leiston local sports facilities in Consultee to ensure their
Leiston_which will be workforce is aware of these
available for booking by facilities

members of the public.
Also, facilities at the
accommodation sites are
available to workers staying
there. forall-touse alse
the-accommodation-block
mentioned-above-which
mossbomeilablofernen
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3.2 Shipping and Navigation Topic2

Table 3-2 Shipping and Navigation

Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPosition Position
Document
3.2.1 NNARR Shipping and Navigation Due to its proximity to the Sea The Applicant acknowledges
Link northern Order Limits, SZC’s this omission, and is now
marine activities should be consulting with SZC and the
considered in the Sea Link DCO. SZC Harbour Authority as key
However, the Sea Link stakeholders. An initial meeting
submission appears to overlook was held on 10 September
these activities, aside from a 2025, with a follow-up Hazard

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
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Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPesition Position
Document

passing mention of the cooling workshop held prior to
water intake and outfalls. Given  examination. The meetings

potential overlaps in marine yielded positive discussion and
construction activities, this the Applicant is confident
omission is significant and wethey have addressed all

requires meaningful consultation issues raised in the Relevant
between National Grid and SZC, Rep relating to shipping and
as well as direct contact with the Navigation and will continue

established SZC Harbour engagement with the
Authority, to avoid potential ConsulteeSZC |
conflicts.

Additionally, Application
Document 6.2.4.7 (B)
Environmental Statement
Part 4 Marine Chapter 7
Shipping and Navigation
[REP1-060] was updated and
submitted at Deadline 1 to
include assessment of SZC'’s
marine activities.

3.2.2 NNARR Shipping and Navigation At the EIA Scoping stage, Sea The Applicant acknowledges
Link tried to scope out the need to consider the
displacement resulting in offshore works and vessel
increased vessel-to-vessel movements associated with

collision risk between third-party SZC.
vessels during the construction,
maintenance and
decommissioning phases.
However, the Planning

The Sea Link Navigational
Risk Assessment (NRA)

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
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Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPesition Position
Document

Inspectorate (PINS) and the (Application Document
Maritime and Coastguard Agency 6.3.4.7.A ES Appendix 4.7.A
(MCA) advised against this, citing Navigational Risk

a lack of supporting data and the Assessment [APP-203])-will
need to complete a Navigation be has been updated to

Risk Assessment (NRA) first. include consideration of SZC
Sea Link has submitted an NRA  Harbour Authority Area. The
for examination which will now be Applicant also held a Hazard

subject to scrutiny. Workshop with SZ&-the
However, the Sea Link Consultee before the start of
documents regarding Sh|pp|ng Sea L|nk EXamination phase‘ to
and navigation do not discuss potential concerns

acknowledge the offshore works ~surrounding shipping and

and movements associated with ~navigation in more depth and
SZC, despite it falling within the  log them, to feed into the NRA.
10 nautical mile (NM) study area.

Neither the submitted NRA nor  The SZC Relevant

the Collision Risk Assessment Representation refers to the
(CRA), which is summarised in  Seg Link CRA, but the

the NRA, include engagement  Applicant enquires whether

with or consideration of SZC this a perhaps a typo, because
(including as a Statutory Harbour 5 CRA has not been

Authority) and the risks undertaken or documented
associated with shipping and within the NRA for Sea Link. A
navigation to aid SZC'’s Formal Safety Assessment
construction. This omission is (FSA) approach has been
particularly important as large  followed to assess shipping
vessel movements to and from  anq navigation risks, and

SZC will cross the proposed presented as a subsection
route of the Sea Link project. within the NRA. Any updates to

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
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Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPesition Position
Document

the Sea Link NRA in light of
offshore works and vessel
movements associated with
SZC can expect to also include
updates to the FSA section of

the NRA.

3.2.3 NJARR Shipping and Navigation There does not appear to be any The Applicant acknowledges
detail as yet of the offshore SZC's-the Consultee’s offshore
construction or vessel routes for  proposals to aid construction of
Sea Link and so, it cannot be the Nuclear Power Station.

guaranteed that there will be no
conflict with SZC. The Sea Link
0OCEMP states at para. 1.11.32
that: “A Navigational Installation

Plan (NIP) will be developed post . Applicant's response to

submission prior o Ofishore Exa's s89(3) letter dated 5
construction. The NIFproviaes a - ,qst 2025|| The Applicant

mechanism to ensure effective
communication and coordination
be}tween tZ? Pijectsnd a'll . navigation stakeholders to

re; evant s IPpIng an navigation update and refine the Outline
stakeholders, including portand  \|p AS-104 — 9.12 Outline
harbour authorities, Traffic Navigation and Installation

Separation Scheme (TSS) Plan through the pre-

oper at;)r S’Tfa)'nd ‘?lt;her gf{shor € Examination-and-Examination
projects. This will maintain phase and into the

ongoing awareness of Offshore construction phase and
Scheme installation flect operation and maintenance

activities during the construct'ion hase as wells.
phase amongst relevant parties, phase as wed

The Applicant has submitted a
draft Outline NIP (Document
Ref AS-104) to PINS, as part

will continue to engage with
the key shipping and

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
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Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status
Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPesition Position
Document

set out planned protocols, and

enable coordination Wlth The App“cant ha§ve taken on
stakeholders as required.” board SCZ’s-the Consultee’s
concern relating to cumulative

Given Sea Link is predominantly impacts and hasve updated

an offshore project, developing a the OSU chapter to include an
NIP prior to offshore construction assessment of impacts during
seems too late given the existing all phases on SZC construction
and proposed activities in this and operations to be submitted
stretch of the southern North Sea at Deadline 1.

/ northern Engli§h Qhannel. We  Offshore elements of

therefore sgbmlt this relevant  cumulative impacts were
represerjtatlon to ensure thereis  ,44ressed in APP-083

no confllc_t between marine _ 6.2.4.10 Part 4 Marine
construction routes or cumulative Chapter 10 Intra-Project

envi.ronmental impact;, . Cumulative Effects and APP-
particularly as the majority of 084 6.2.4.11 Part 4 Marine
construction vessels for SZC will Chapie'r ,i1 Inter-Project

be coming from the south. At Cumulative Effects.
present, it is not clear that Sea
Link is aware of SZC’s offshore
proposals to aid construction of
the Nuclear Power Station as
only onshore elements of SZC
are mentioned in Sea Link’s
cumulative effects assessment].

Given the construction
programmes of both projects will
certainly overlap, this is of
significant concern.

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
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Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current The ApplicantNGET Current Status

Application Matter PositionEA-CurrentPesition Position
Document
3.2.4 NJARR Shipping and Navigation In light of the above, we request The Applicant notes this
that protective provisions for request and finds the matter as

construction activities and vessel a subject for further discussion
movements are included in the  and engagement between the
Sea Link DCO, to safeguard the Applicant and SZCthe

rights, interests and operations of Consultee. The Applicant will
SZC, such that SZC is not unduly work with SZC-the Consultee
compromised by the Sea Link and other key shipping and
DCO. Protective provisions for navigation stakeholders to find
SZC were recently included in agreement on potential
Scottish Power Renewables’ protective provisions_:ﬂ

(SPR) East Anglia One North

(Ref. ENO10077) and East Anglia

Two (Ref. EN010078) Offshore

Windfarm DCOs, which may be

of use.

3.3 Benhall Road over Rail Bridge — Survey and Works

Table 3.3 Benhall Road over Rail Bridge — Survey and WorksShipping-and Navigation

National Grid | September November 2025MarchApril 2026 | Sea Link
15



Ref Relevant Summary of Description of Sizewell C’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status

Application Matter Position
Document
Survey of Benhall Road over Sizewell C will be operating The applicant will discuss with
Rail Bridge freight trains overnight along the Network Rail, Suffolk County
East Suffolk line and Leiston Council Highways and Sizewell

branch line. Any work to survey  C the timing of the survey

the bridge condition should be works on the Benhall Road
undertaken during existing over Rail Bridge to ensure that
Network Rail possessions and the impact on the Sizewell C's
result in no further restriction of  trains is minimised.

running freight services to Possessions of the Network
Sizewell C. Rail asset is out of the hands

of The Applicant

Works to repair the Benhall Sizewell C will be operating The applicant will discuss with
Road over Rail Bridge freight trains overnight along the Network Rail, Suffolk County
East Suffolk line and Leiston Council Higways and Sizewell

branch line. Any work required to C the timing of the repair works
the bridge that has an impact on on the Benhall Road over Rail
rail services should be Bridge to ensure that the
undertaken during existing impact on the Sizewell C's
Network Rail possessions and trains is minimised. Sizewell
result in no further restriction of  have confirmed that the rail

running freight services to freight is at night only and not
Sizewell C. Rail is a key on the weekends. Possessions
component of the Sizewell C of the Network Rail asset is out

freight strategy and would seek  of the hands of The Applicant
protective provisions in this

regard.

The applicant is not able to
offer Protective Provisions over
assets it doesn’t not own or

operate.
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4. Approvals

Signed
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Name E
Position Head of Planning

Date 29" April 2026

Signed
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Name James Buckley
Position Senior Project Manager
Date 29/04/2026
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